
it does not matter if they do anything about it or 
not---they will still be able to ask India to make 
progress on the composite dialogue to keep the 
‘peace process’ moving.

Third, should another terrorist attack occur, 
Messrs Zardari & Gilani can first deny, then offer 
to investigate, then admit that it originated in 
Pakistan. In New Delhi, like they sacked the in-
competent Shivraj Patil after too much damage 
had already occurred, the Congress Party might 
be compelled to seek Dr Singh’s resignation.

The only way Singh can be King is when there 
is no major terrorist attack. Only major conces-
sions by India might prevent those attacks from 
happening. 

Nitin Pai is the editor of Pragati and blogs at The Acorn
(acorn.nationalinterest.in)

SRI LANKA

Life after extinction
The future of the LTTE
ANKUR KUMAR

THE DEFEAT of the Tamil Tigers over the past 
few months has been as dramatic as it has been 
decisive. The world stood witness to the spectacle 
of the formidable Tigers, who once looked inextri-
cably linked with Sri Lanka’s past and future, 
crumbling beneath the inexorable pressure put on 
them by the Sri Lankan state. That the Tigers 
would face severe difficulties was clear three 
months ago when their top leadership was deci-
mated and it no longer controlled any territory. 
But some recent events and trends have pushed 
them even further into oblivion. It is increasingly 
evident that even though the Tamil Tigers' cause 
may still have resonance among the Tamils at 
home and abroad, a strategy of reviving the Ti-
gers’ fortunes is highly elusive.

The controversial arrest of their new chief Ku-
maran Pathmanathan (KP) has left the Tigers rud-
derless. Formerly the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam's (LTTE) chief fundraiser and arms sup-
plier, he was indisputably the most senior leader 
alive. His arrest is controversial and significant for 
a host of reasons. Despite his obvious stature and 
contribution to LTTE, KP was not a unanimous 
choice for the top leadership. By confirming Velu-
pillai Prabhakaran’s death and by espousing a 
more moderate and political approach towards 
achieving self determination for Tamils, he had 
alienated the hardliners in the LTTE and signifi-
cant sections of the Tamil diaspora. There are sug-
gestions that one of his rivals betrayed KP, which 
led to his arrest. If this is indeed the case, it re-
flects an extremely bitter feud within the LTTE 

senior leadership and dissonance among the Ta-
mil diaspora---the last thing the Tigers need in 
this most difficult of circumstances.

KP's arrest in South-east Asia should deeply 
trouble the Tigers for more reasons. It reflects the 
urgency and single minded commitment of the Sri 
Lankan state for hunting down operatives, even 
outside Sri Lanka. The Tigers have achieved his-
torical notoriety for their international network 
spread in dozens of countries. Tiger leaders as 
well as sympathisers may rethink their commit-
ment to the LTTE cause and may no longer feel as 
safe as they once felt in whichever country they 
reside in.

The episode will demoralise the Tigers for an-
other reason. Besides being perceived to hold the 
key to the Tigers’ much publicised but rarely dis-
closed wealth, KP had many contacts among dip-
lomats, police and intelligence officials.  This al-
lowed him to work for the LTTE in many coun-
tries without fear of detection or detention. Once 
KP is subjected to severe interrogation, he might 
expose the collusion of many countries in the 
LTTE cause. 

Faced with strong incontrovertible evidence, 
the “exposed” countries may well decide to go 
after the LTTE operatives and organisations which 
the Sri Lankan state claims are now operating in 
their countries.  This will be bad news for a terror-
ist group whose sole hope of survival rests with 
the powerful Tamil diaspora. KP recognised the 
same when he spoke of a "provisional transna-
tional government of Tamil Eelam."
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President Mahinda Rajapakse has shown him-
self to be a ruthless leader who would do any-
thing to eliminate the Tigers from resurfacing in 
any form. His strategy in the coming months and 
years will significantly determine the Tigers’ for-
tunes as well as the future of the Sri Lankan state 
in general. Mr Rajapakse has proven to be a crafty 
strategist and has successfully taken the global 
community’s help in eliminating the LTTE. This 
was evident during the active war with the LTTE 
when he astutely garnered the support of India, 
China and Pakistan. More importantly, KP’s arrest 
in a South-east Asian country buttresses the inter-
national support garnered by the Sri Lankan 
president. Despite symbolic protests by the inter-
national community, Mr Rajapakse does not ap-
pear to be globally isolated and is still revelling in 
the aftermath of a historic victory.

Yet for all the euphoria surrounding the defeat 
of the Tigers, it would be premature to write them 
off yet. As long as Mr Rajapakse does not work to 
eliminate the core reasons for Tamil disillusion-
ment, there is always the possibility of a dramatic 
reversal of fortunes for the Tigers. In an election 

recently held in post-war Sri Lanka, the pro-LTTE 
Tamil National Alliance (TNA) emerged as the 
largest party in the Vavuniya Municipal Council 
and the second largest party in the Jaffna urban 
council. It is easy to dismiss these elections as lo-
cal elections and consequently irrelevant. But they 
do reflect rising resentment among the Tamils 
which could later translate into increased support 
for the beleaguered Tigers. Mr Rajapakse’s emerg-
ing strategy may well explain the reasons for their 
discontent.

Mr Rajapakse had earnestly promised devolu-
tion of power to the Tamils once the Tigers were 
militarily defeated. Months after the defeat, the 
government has made a radical departure from 
this stand by relegating the devolution until after 
the Presidential elections. The president’s United 

People's Freedom Alliance (UPFA) swept to an 
easy victory in the Uva Provincial Council elec-
tions in the South. The government may well be 
riding on euphoria among the Sinhalese majority 
and would benefit from a “tough” stance against 
the Tamils in the run up to the elections. Even Mr 
Rajapakse’s allies within the government may not 
be too keen on “devolution.” This strategy would 
not go down well with the Tamils and may pro-
voke disillusionment.

Another factor that continues to provoke in-
ternational outrage is the conditions of the more 
than 250,000 Tamil refugees who languish in ap-
palling conditions in make-shift camps. There is 
considerable international pressure on Colombo 
to ensure that a majority of them be resettled be-
fore the year end. But Mr Rajapakse does not ap-
pear to be in any visible hurry over this issue.  He 
doesn’t appear to be too bothered about global 
concerns about their welfare. This might turn out 
to be his biggest strategic blunder yet. A swift re-
turn to normalcy in their conditions is necessary 
to prevent boiling resentment among the Tamil 
diaspora. Even more worrying is the undeniable 

animosity being felt by the Tamils who have been 
confined for months in abominable conditions. 
The “screening” of Tigers among the Tamils in 
these camps needs to be carried out urgently. This 
will reduce the risk of the confined Tamils---a vast 
majority of who are innocent and moderate---
might end up supporting the Tigers in a cause 
which they would have previously rejected. It is 
this anger at being discriminated against by the 
Sinhalese majority which led to this conflict in the 
first place and Mr Rajapakse should do his utmost 
to avoid replicating the same breeding grounds 
for terrorism.

The Tigers face an extremely daunting and 
largely uncertain future. They have been militarily 
destroyed and their top leadership has been 
eliminated. On the other hand they still have im-
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Yet for all the euphoria surrounding the defeat 
of the Tigers, it would be premature to write 
them off yet. As long as Mr Rajapakse does 
not work to eliminate the core reasons for 
Tamil disillusionment, there is always the pos-
sibility of a dramatic reversal of fortunes for 
the Tigers.
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pressive propaganda, fundraising and procure-
ment infrastructure overseas. KP's arrest might 
look like the end of the Tigers. But it could possi-
bly be looked at by Tiger hardliners as an end to 
what they considered as an unlikely moderate 
path for the LTTE. Mr Rajapakse has violently 
eliminated the Tigers and now has to guard 
against unbridled optimism. He has to ensure that 
he does not get caught up in petty political gains 
and sees the larger picture of Sinhala-Tamil recon-
ciliation. Whether the president indeed fulfils the 

promise of integrating Tamils into the political 
process and granting them political autonomy is 
crucial to achieving a lasting solution. Unless the 
root causes for Tamil discontent are addressed 
holistically, the Tigers will be lurking in the back-
ground.

Ankur Kumar is a research analyst with World-Check 
Terrorism and Insurgency Research Unit.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Addressing the real problem: climate of poverty
Global warming is low priority
WILLIE SOON & DAVID LEGATES

WHAT DOES the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion think about carbon dioxide (CO2)-induced 
global warming?

“We don’t think about it,” Bill Gates said dur-
ing last year’s Engineers Without Borders Interna-
tional Conference. On another occasion, he told 
Newsweek magazine: “The angle I’ll look at most is 
…What about the 4 billion poorest people? What 
about energy and environmental issues for 
them?”

The question, however,  is not simply a matter 
of re-prioritising limited resources. More funda-
mentally, the scientific case for catastrophic global 
climate change from increased atmospheric CO2 is 
substantially flawed.

The Indian government also recognises the 
need to put real, immediate, life-and-death prob-
lems ahead of speculative risks 50-100 years from 
now---and base the country’s health and prosper-
ity on energy, economic and infrastructure devel-
opment, full employment, and diseases and pov-
erty eradication.

“It is obvious that India needs to substantially 
increase its per-capita energy consumption to 
provide a minimally acceptable level of well-
being to its people,” the Indian government’s Na-
tional Action Plan on Climate Change (NAP) de-
clared. Moreover, a stronger economy and in-
creased living standards will reduce the vulner-
ability of poor families to extreme weather events 
and climate change, natural or man-made.

Over 400 million Indians remain energy-
deprived, impoverished, and reliant on wood, 

grass and animal dung for heating and cooking. 
When the sun goes down, their lives shut down. 
India’s per-capita CO2 emissions are roughly one-
twentieth of the United States, one-tenth of the 
EU, Japan and Russia, and a quarter of the world 
average. Even under rosy economic growth sce-
narios, India’s future per-capita CO2 emissions 
will remain far below those in most developed 
countries.

Without electricity, people must live at subsis-
tence levels.  What little they can manufacture 
must be done by day, by kerosene lamp and by 
hand. Women and children spend hours every 
day collecting firewood, squatting in filth to make 
dung patties, and carrying infected water from 
distant rivers and lakes. The lack of refrigeration 
and safe drinking water means millions suffer 
from severe diarrhoea, and countless thousands 
die annually. Open heating and cooking fires 
cause lung infections that kill thousands of in-
fants, children and mothers, year after year. Pov-
erty is rampant, education minimal.

Given these realities, can you explain why cer-
tain rich and famous people and media outlets are 
fixated on “preventing” CO2-induced global 
warming? Why they obsess over computer-
generated scenarios of climate disasters a century 
from now? Why they blame every weather inci-
dent and disease outbreak today on global warm-
ing, when the Earth has been cooling for at least 
five years?

Can you understand why, in the next breath, 
they oppose the construction of natural gas and 
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