Website leaves one
fewer place to hide

SIR MARK THATCHER and
Simon Mann both appear on an
Intelligence datsbase used by
more than 180 Channe! Island
businesses.

The duo have both beecn prose-
outed on charges relating o an
attempted coup in Equatoriol
Guinea, the subject of an ongoing
case in Guernsey's CoUrts,

The programune has been devel-
oped by World-Chech and allows
investigators to match fAnanclal
transactions against a list of ;i_?&
ple aud firms with suspected Hes
1o tervorist financing, drug (raf-
ficking and money laundering,

it is wsed locally by businesses,
the Guernsey Financial Services
Cornmission and the Financial
Intelligence Service and iz now

by Yracey Ellis

being tested by America's
Department  of  Homeland
Security,

Chisf executive officer David
Leppan sald that it corrveleted
public Information in a structured
format in g Joining the doty’ way,

It i5 mnot a ‘blacklist’ and
inchudes diplomais end influen-

tinl people.

Sir Mark was on the lst as a
‘molitically-exposed person’
becouse of his mothen former
prime minister Baroness
Thatcher, and his business deal-
ings in South Africa,

Mann was incloded five years
ggo after a UK parliamentary

investiga
tion inte the
Sandline
mercanary
affaln, a
potitical cri-
58 involving
the Papua
New CGuines

W ON THE LIST: Sir
Mark, Tnateher,

.
tract  with
Sandline to
provide mercenaries and milltary
equipment to conduct offensive
operations against separatists in
Bougalnville,

Sendline subcontracted the
works to Executlve Qutcomes, a

South African company formded
by Mann: that has sinece been
hanned in the country affer com-
plaints about itaoperations.

Mr Leppan szid that the st was
under constant review amd that
names could be put on one day
and removed the next,

“We monitor the situation con.
stently and we have probably
been approached oo &bout 10
peoamions by people or their
lawa;ars asking about what we
hold on them, he sald.

Details are released and cor-
rected if wrong, he said,

Tirst created in 2000 to meet the
reguirements of Swiss financial
institutions, it covers more then
220 countries and territovies
worldwide. The company gained

1ts first local client in 2001.

It relies on data from some
140,000 sources, including ksts of
banned financiers, news reports
and pourt filings.

Tn early 2002, the company
added to its high-risk list a terror
suspect in eouth eart Asia,
Hamhali,

A few months later he was
added to a US Ust of banned for-
gigners, Hamiball was captured in
Thailand last year and is current-
Iy in American cusiody, accused
of organising the Balt terrorist
attacks in October 2002,

The list has aready been criti-
cised by & privacy group in
Americe, which sald that there
was a danger people would end up
on it eegidentally,



